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Rush	Tidy	Towns	2018	AGM	Agenda	&	
Minutes	

Tuesday	6th	of	February	2018	
Rush	Community	Centre	

	
Agenda 

1. Welcome and Introduction 
2. Brief review of 2017 activities 
3. Brief report from the Treasurer for 2017 
4. Vision for 2018 and beyond 
5. Election of committee posts 
6. AOB & Next Steps 
 

Minutes	
The AGM of Rush Tidy Towns Committee took place in the Community Centre, following a very 
informative 'Reducing Waste' talk by expert Timi Nicolson. 
 
Talk by expert Timi Nicholson on Sustainability and reducing waste (prior to the AGM) 
 
A number of useful resources concerning sustainable resources are included below. 
 

• Timi’s Website address is as follows - https://simplenowastelife.com/ 
• Here is a recent Newspaper article about Timi - https://www.irishmirror.ie/news/irish-

news/eco-guru-mum-slashes-household-11639055 
• The following is a useful website which includes the updated list of what can and cannot be 

put into the Green bin https://recyclinglistireland.ie/ 
• The conscious cup campaign is an initiative which encourage individuals to switch to 

reusable coffee/tea cups and to persuade coffee shops to; one, accept the reusable cups and 
two offer a reward to those customers, be it a monetary discount or extra loyalty points / 
stamps https://consciouscup.ie/ (the Tidy Towns committee will be encouraging our local s 
establishments to get involved in this initiative during 2018) 
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tidytownsrush@gmail.com	
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www.rushdublin.com	
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Welcome and Introduction 
 
Brendan O'Reilly opened the AGM by welcoming all in attendance.  He hoped to have an open 
discussion on all Tidy Town issues and of course our need to recruit new volunteers.  He informed 
the meeting that there were 21 people in attendance at December's meeting and, as a result of that 
meeting, and our newsletter, we have a growing army of volunteers.  
 
Brief review of 2017 activities 
 
He then gave a brief overview of 2017 activities: 
 

• There were two successful tidy up days, which had a marked effect on the town, particularly 
the tidying up of the entrance to Echlin Court.   

• The Rush Men's Sheds group made a great job of re-painting the cemetery wall on the 
Whitestown Road. 

• There has also been a significant amount of work carried out by our two TUS workers, one 
of whom was in attendance at the meeting.  Their work included general tidying up and 
trimming, litter picking and painting.  All of these jobs are being organised on a daily basis 
by Mary Buckley, who co-ordinates with the TUS employees on all projects. 

• Rush entered the Tidy Towns competition last year and, thanks to the Tidy Towns 
Committee, managed to improve on their score from previous years. 

 
Brendan then displayed for the meeting our score results for 2017, to give the audience a brief 
summary of the different categories and how scoring is awarded. 
 
Brief report from the Treasurer for 2017 
 
There was then a report from Deirdre, outgoing Treasurer.  We currently have a balance of €6,498, 
thanks to a €3,000 award received before Christmas.  This will fund the Spout Road monument at 
the entrance to the town.  There were outgoings of €1866, which included a donation towards 
hanging baskets and sponsoring of two planter boxes, as well as the Men's Sheds Christmas lunch, 
and running expenses.  Brendan thanked Deirdre for her report. 
 
Vision for 2018 and beyond 
 
He then highlighted our vision for 2018.   
Following our December's meeting, with Fran and Siobhan spearheading, we have now organised a 
pirate-themed 'Trash to Fash' costume competition for entrants at the St. Patrick's Day parade, with 
prizes for the best costume.  Fran and Siobhan designed an excellent poster (which is both stylish 
and eye-catching).  Posters are now displayed at various locations around the town, as well as on 
social media.  They also called into several local schools to inform pupils about the 
competition.  This ties in with and will help with our sustainability in Tidy Towns.   
 
Brendan stressed our need to assemble a wide group who will implement the 'Adopt a Patch' 
scheme.  We are hoping for commitments from people to keep their patch (whether it be outside 
their front door or their whole street) litter free. 
 
Four Tidy Towns committee members had a very successful meeting in Rush earlier in the day with 
representatives from Fingal County Council.  The Council gave a firm commitment that the three 



Martello Tower monument projects, at Spout Road, Whitestown Road and Skerries Road/St. 
Catherine's, will be completed by this June. 
 
The Committee hope to have quarterly newsletters, full of useful information on upcoming events, 
as well as asking for people to volunteer.  It will also be targeted at local clubs and businesses, 
suggesting they adopt a patch.  
 
All of the above will go towards helping improve our future Tidy Towns results, as well as having a 
positive visual impact. 
 
 
 
Election of committee posts 
 
Next item on the agenda was the election of the new Committee: 
 

• Chairperson – Brendan O'Reilly was nominated by Catherine McIlwaine and seconded by 
Fran O'Connor 

• Vice-Chairperson – role remains unfilled 
• Treasurer – Mary McGuinness was nominated by Brendan O'Reilly and seconded by 

Majella Mac Hugh (In absentia) 
• Secretary – Catherine McIlwaine was nominated by Brendan and seconded by Mary 

Buckley   
 
The following attendees agreed to sit on the Rush Tidy Towns Committee: 
 

• Fran O'Connor 
• Ger Reddin 
• Mary Buckley 
• Mairead Sweetman 
• Siobhan O’Reilly (in absentia) 

AOB / Next Steps 
 
A Green Walker Scheme, which is anti-dog fouling initiative supported by Fingal County Council 
was launched at the AGM. This is a non-confrontational, friendly way to change attitudes about 
dog fouling. Volunteers wear a Green Dog Walkers armband which signifies that they have "taken 
the pledge" to always: 

• Clean up after their dog 
• Wear the armband or put the Green Dog Walkers collar on their dog when walking 
• Carry extra dog waste bags (which are provided) 
• Be happy to be approached to 'lend' a dog waste bag to those without 
• Be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean up after their dogs 

Several people have signed up to this scheme. To find out more and get your kit, send an e-mail to 
Tidytownsrush@gmail.com, or call us on 086 8145177. 
 
The following attendees agreed to join the “Adopt a Patch” scheme. 
 
Fran O'Connor, Catherine McIlwaine, Carol Martin, Daniel O'Brien, who also nominated Tom 
Barrett, Michael O'Brien and Mary McGuinness (in absentia) all agreed to volunteer. 



 
Fintan Price from the Community Council suggested that all estates should come on board with the 
Rush Tidy Towns.  He suggested a big push by the Tidy Towns, even at the St Patrick's Day 
parade, to garner support from as many estates as possible. 
 
Brendan informed the group that we have contact details for representatives of most of the estates, 
and more have been in touch through the newsletter.  Majella felt that messaging on Facebook had 
been great to inform the residents in their estate. 
 
Brendan suggested we get the estates to put up our newsletter and Tidy Towns notices onto the 
estates' Facebook page. This along with Rush needs you and the  Rush Tidy Towns Facebook page 
could mean we could go paperless for future newsletters. 
 
There was a general discussion on how it always seems to be the same few who do all the work in 
the estates.  Fran O'Connor suggested that Tidy Towns co-ordinates with the estates, turning up at 
an estate and working in conjunction with the residents to do some planting and fixing up of an 
area.  This often then has the advantage of  re-motivating the residents in the upkeep of their estate. 
It was agreed that the committee discuss this further, but it is certainly a way to progress. 
 
Hela Toolan told the meeting that they found it hard to stay motivated in Tayleur's Point, where 
there is currently no residents group.  Brendan suggested that Tidy Towns co-ordinates a group, 
while Hela also gets some volunteers.  Both groups then meet to tackle areas in the estate in need of 
attentionn.  Fintan Price suggested offering the TUS employees' services to help with the project.   
Mary Buckley said that Fingal County Council, on their visit to Rush, also suggested planting at the 
entrance to Tayleur's Point.  Michael O'Brien said it should go up on the 'Rush Needs You' page 
that we need more volunteers.  Brendan suggested it goes on both  'Rush Needs You' and on 
Facebook. 
 
Brendan also suggested we take one estate as a trial.  Majella stated that if a couple of volunteers 
from one estate go to another estate to help out, then the second estate should reciprocate and send 
volunteers to the 1st estate to help out on their clean-up day.  Some of the group preferred the 'Adopt 
a Patch' system, where people could volunteer whenever suited them, as opposed to Saturday clean-
up days when many were not available to volunteer. Fintan suggested we run with one or two 
estates, trying to have some success with these.  Then hopefully other estates will become 
interested in the scheme. 
 
Suggestions were made to have the next tidy-up day the weekend before St. Patrick's Day, in order 
that the town will be looking it's best. The committee will discuss this further.  
 
A discussion ensued regarding who will maintain the new monuments.  Brendan clarified that these 
areas will be maintained by Fingal County Council, in the same way that the Council maintain the 
roundabouts in Lusk and Skerries. 
 
Brendan also stated that the town will be getting more bins installed.  Rush Tidy Towns needs to 
tell the Council where we want them installed.  Michael O'Brien pointed out the need for an 
additional two bins along the Avenue in the Woods.  We now also have a commitment from the 
Council that there will be a 7-day collection of bins.  
 
The problem with dog bags littering the Loughshinny end of the North Beach was 
discussed.  Suggestions were made where to put bins in this area – the problem is how the Council 



will gain access to empty these bins. Carol Martin is going to assist Tidy Towns in identifying the 
problem areas, and also a proposed location that makes sense for a bin at the North beach, and Tidy 
Towns will progress this with the Council.  
 
The neglected look of our Main Street was a topic for discussion.  Fintan Price and 
Brian Dennehy explained that Rush has been selected as one of 10 towns in the country, and the 
only one from Fingal, to benefit from available funding to improve the town.  Last Autumn, Fingal 
County Council met with representatives in the town to ask for suggestions on what the locals 
would like to see done to improve the town . We are now awaiting the draft proposal from the 
Council regarding a 'healthcheck plan' for the town centre. 
 
Separate to this, the planning application for development of a new supermarket behind Bollam 
Lane has been extended yet again.  Developers are still in consultation regarding access to this new 
site from the Main Street.  The project is not straightforward – there are several land owners and 
also some of the land is controlled by NAMA.  Brendan spoke to the architect on the project, who 
told him that they will have a better idea in the next few weeks, if it will go ahead.  Once they get 
the all-clear from NAMA, they are ready to start building and it will take 9 months to contruct. 
 
Brian Dennehy suggested that Rush Tidy Towns put in a submission for the Drumanagh Fort 
development.  This development has been sanctioned, and funding is available – for eg. a  grand 
entrance to the historical site from the town of Rush.  Any proposals will need to be received by 
Fingal County Council within the next 2-3 weeks.  The plans are available to be viewed on-line. 
 
Deirdre McMenamin wished to thank most sincerely the outgoing Rush Tidy Towns Committee 
members, in particular Majella MacHugh and Peter Smullen for the last eight years of hard work on 
behalf of Rush Tidy Towns.  Brendan, and everyone present at the meeting, praised the outgoing 
Committee members for all their hard work, and thanked them for the great service they had 
provided to the town. 
 
The meeting concluded. 


